The Society 's First Hall (1775-1852 in Surgeons' Square Towards the end of 1734, a group of six medical students agreed that they should meet in the evening once a fortnight at their respective lodgings, and that a dissertation on some medical subject, at the choice of the Society, should be composed and read at each of those meetings. This laid the foundations for the Royal Medical Society. The Medical Society was formally constituted in 1734 with ten members, and early meetings were held in a tavern close to the University. A president was appointed to supervise the business of the meeting, and fines were instituted for those that were absent without due cause. A treasurer was appointed to collect these dues, and a secretary appointed to provide a formal record of the proceedings.
F igure 1-T h e S o c ie ty 's first hall is to the rig h t, b eing N o. 11 S u rg e o n s' S qu are, n ex t to th e eq u ally h an d so m e b u ild in g w ith n u m e ro u s p illars w hich co n ta in e d th e e x tra m ural an a to m ical sch o o l o f B arclay and su b se q u en tly K nox, ca lled B a rc la y 's H ouse, at N o .10. T h is w as shortly to b ec o m e in fa m o u s as the school that p u rch ased th e often still w arm b o d ie s o f th e v ic tim s o f th e n o to rio u s B urke and his a c c o m p lic e H are. B arclay d ie d in 1826, and his c lasses w ere ta k en o v e r by K nox. T h e b u ild in g to th e far left in the en g rav in g is O ld S u rg e o n s ' H all, at N o.8, and G o rd o n 's c lass-ro o m , fo rm erly th a t o f J o h n T h o m p so n , at N o.9 is ju s t seen b etw een th e latter a n d B a rc la y 's H ouse. T his V iew o f S u g e o n s ' S quare, p u b lish e d in 1830, w as draw n by T h o m a s H. S h ep h erd , an d en g rav e d by T. B arber.
First and Second Halls of the RMS.
An Early history of the Royal Medical Society, with observations on its first hall in Surgeons' Square and second hall at 7, Melbourne Place. No decision was, however, taken at that time and it was not until 1850 that the Society was compelled to find other accommodation.
A considerable number of sites were investigated, but for one reason or another, none proved suitable for the Society's needs.
As the Managers of the Royal Infirmary had bought an adjoining house for £600 it was estimated that the Society's Hall was not worth more than £400, and a subscription fund was T h e view fro m th e F ro n t o f th e p ro p e rty w as p a rticu la rly im p re ssiv e a n d the S o ciety sp a n n e d T h e su g g estio n th at the p ro p e rty h a d at one tim e been the P russian C o n su la te a p p ea rs to h a v e been a folk legend a sso ciated w ith th e E agle. 
